PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, 
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY, 
RUTLAND, VERMONT. 


November 16, 1916. 


Dre John M. Thomas, 
Middlebury College, 

Middlebury, Vt. 

My Dear Friend: - 

I have just received your very kind letter of 
the 15th inst., and have read the same with special interest and am 
pleased that the suggestion I made }du meets with your approval. I 
confess that I was hoping that with something of this kind being 
done, it might stimulate some of our friends to pattern after Mr. 
Hepburn's example and give you an elegant dormatory for the girls or 
possibly something else which you might more desire at this time. 

I shall be delighted to see a copy of the man- 
uscrigt to which you refer and if I knew where it was to be printed, 
I might have, perhaps, a few copies struck off for my personal use@e 
I almost feared you would think my writing you was a suggestion that 
you might use the material I have accumulated for the purpose which 
I suggested and for this reason I hesitated about writing youe But 
when you suggested Prof. Wright's assisting you, possibly it would 
not be so great a burden to yourself, as I feel strongly there is 
no one who could undertake this with such assured success as would 
you and Prof. Wright. Should any new plates or suchlike be desired 
to make the same more pleasing, I trust you will advise me and I 
will be more than willing to furnish the same. I do not know whether 
Tuttle Co. could do this job possibly as well as some others, and 


yet they might. If we undertake it, I should hope we might get the 
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very best. I have a few papers which I have accumulated in a large 
.envelope and if you desire, I shall be very willing to send you 
the same any time you may suggest. 
With very kindest remembrance to Mrs. Thomas and 
family, also to Prof. Wright and family, believe me, 
Yours sincerely, ea 
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